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Message from theRabbi
There is an interesting article that was written by a Rabbi 
Packouz discussing a timely subject for Rosh Hashana that 
I wanted to share. The question it addresses is -  what does 
it mean to be the Chosen People? I am asked this question 
frequently and realize many people misunderstand the 
concept. To many Jews it is a source of embarrassment and 
consternation. To many Christians it is a source of awe and 
admiration and to our Muslim cousins -- hatred. What does 
it actually mean? 

There is an old joke, in it the Jew asks God, “Is it true that 
we are the Chosen People?” And God replies, “Yes, my son, 
the Jews are the Chosen People.” To which the Jew asks, 
“Would it be possible to choose somebody else for a while?”

Why is the concept of Chosen People an embarrassment 
and consternation to some Jews? The great concepts of 
equality and liberty flow from our Torah. That we should 
think of ourselves as “chosen” rubs against the grain that 
all people are created in the image of God. Also, if our 
Chosen-ness makes others jealous, who needs to give more 
justifications for crusades, pogroms and holocausts? Some 
Jews think that we have suffered because the Almighty 
calls us His Chosen People. And even if our suffering is not 
because of the appellation, then what good does it do for us 
to be called the Chosen People?

Let’s look at the sources: In our most recent Torah portion, 
after commanding us to walk in His path, to observe His 
statutes, commandments and ordinances and to listen 
to His voice, the Torah writes, “And the Almighty has 
distinguished you this day to be for Him a treasured 
people, as He spoke to you, and to observe all of His 
commandments -- and elevate you above all of the nations 
that He made -- for praise, renown and splendor and 
to be a holy nation to the Lord your God, as He spoke” 
(Deuteronomy 26:18-19).

In an earlier Torah portion, the Torah writes, “Children 
you are to the Lord your God ... for you are a holy nation to 
the Lord your God and God has chosen you to be to Him 
a treasured people from all of the nations that are on the 
face of the earth” (Deuteronomy 14:1-3). And “For you are 
a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has 
chosen you to be to Him a treasured people from all of the 
peoples that are on the face of the earth” (Deuteronomy 
7:6).

While the concept of Chosen People does not mean a 
superior people, it does imply a special closeness of the 
Jewish people to the Almighty. Why is there that special 
closeness, that special relationship?

The Midrash (Bamidbar Rabba 14:10) tells us that the 
Almighty went to the nations of the world and offered them 
the Torah. Each one asked, “What’s in it?” The Almighty 
replied with a commandment that illuminated values of 
love and justice and then each nation rejected it. The Jewish 
people, however, said “Na’aseh V’nishma” --we will do (the 
commandments) and we will analyze afterwards how they 
impact our lives.

The concept of Chosen People means both chosen and 
choosing. Chosen for the responsibility to be a light unto 
the nations, to be a moral signpost for the nations of the 
world. Choosing means that the Jewish people accepted on 
Mt. Sinai to fulfill this mandate and to do the will of God. 
We are not chosen for special benefits; we are chosen for 
extra responsibility.

Because of our voluntary acceptance, the Almighty made 
an eternal covenant with us that we will be His people and 
He will be our God. Any individual can come close to the 
Almighty, but the ultimate relationship comes through 
entering the covenant of Abraham and fulfilling the 
Torah. This special relationship is open to any member of 
humanity who wishes to enter the covenant irrespective of 
race, religion or ethnic origin.

Every nation, every people, every religion thinks that it is 
better than any other nation, people or religion. The Jewish 
people know that the issue is not whether we are better than 
anyone else, but whether we fulfill our part of the covenant 
with the Almighty to hold high the values of the Torah and 
to do the Almighty’s will.

This is an important lesson before Rosh Hashana as on the 
holiday we reflect on our purpose and place in the world. 
I wish each and every one of you a happy and healthy 
new year and a blessing that we should recognize our 
importance in the world and how we can impact humanity 
in a positive way. Shana Tova u’Metuka!
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I Want to Tell You That Our Temple Continues to Grow

The more I live, the more I understand that change is a constant in life. I’ve 
learned that with all endings, come new beginnings that bring with them 
the seeds of  opportunity to grow, evolve and survive. Our Temple Moses is 
sowing these seeds of  change and over the last 2 years alone, I’ve seen our 
congregation evolve into a stronger community because of  it. 

Most recently, with the departure of  the in-house caterer, we were able to 
reclaim the old Maccabee Room and former Women’s Committee Office, 
and transformed these areas into new functional spaces for everyone in our 

community – such as classrooms, meeting rooms and updated bathrooms. It’s a 
physical transformation at our Temple that is representative of  what we   

are experiencing on a much grander scale.  

The Women’s Committee embraced change over the last 2 years and I’d like to congratulate them, 
and their outgoing president Marisol Behar, my wife, for contributing $161,000 -- money raised 
through efforts that inspired our community and helped fund and sustain the exciting growth we’ve 
been experiencing. I wish the Women’s Committee continued successes as they once again experience 
change and enter a new leadership phase.

Change is all around us. The Sephardic Jewish Center of  Canarsie in Brooklyn, New York recently 
closed its doors after serving the community for over 50 years. I’d like to thank them for their recent 
donation of  a Sepher Torah and $125,000 contribution in support of  Temple Moses, made in 
honor of  their beloved Rabbi Myron E. Rakowitz and Rubisa Sarah Rakowitz. Many of  our current 
members were part of  the Canarsie congregation and we are all sorry to see them close their doors. 
It goes to show us that as our Temple’s growth continues, so must we as its members. It’s time to 
shift our thinking from “What is Temple Giving to Me?” and instead ask “How am I Giving to 
Temple?” What we will all experience then is abundance… abundance of  community, of  spirituality 
and of  benefits.

As we end the year, and begin another, I invite you to reflect on your individual role in sowing the 
seeds of  change at our Temple. This new year at Temple Moses brings with it the virtue of  giving. 
Do your part to nurture it so that it provides for all of  us. The more we all give, the more we will all 
truly get.

I wish the entire community a very healthy, happy and prosperous Yamim Nora’im.

           
         Roberto Behar

Message from the President
Temple Moses Board of  Directors

Roberto Behar
President
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Mensaje de la Editora
Comite de Damas “Victoria Adouth”

Una nueva y diferente directiva
El pasado 24 de julio hubo de celebrarse en nuestros salones, la culminación del  término  de dos años de la presidencia  de Marisol 
Behar, ella nos ofreció una presentación de video en pantalla al igual que obsequió a los presentes un folleto en colores, con fotos e 
informes de ingresos y egresos de los distintos eventos y comites, demostrando que en cada evento hubo un aumento notable de 
ganancia, gracias a su experiencia en áreas de negocio y contabilidad………Bravo Marisol por tan linda labor!
 Al final del evento fuimos deleitados con una gran mesa de  aperitivos y deliciosos postres, la mayoria preparadas por Rosita 
Betancourt y Raquel Crespín.

Ahora enfrentamos un nuevo reto, y es seguir adelante con nuestra nueva directiva, en la que no habrá una presidenta, sino  
“chairmans de comité” en las diferentes áreas y ellas son las siguientes:
“LA COCINA”  Perla Tacher, Chairman, Nelly Egozi, Co-Chairman , Yoya Franco, Honorary Chairman Emeritus, y las damas 
voluntarias que semana a semana le dedican su tiempo y trabajo y ellas son:
Raquel Crespín, Estrella Esquenazi, Susana Gonte, Dora Hasday, Millie Heres, Dora Maya, Luna Mitrani, Victoria Rodríguez y  
Corina Topp. “EL PICNIC”, Susana Gonte, Chairman, “LAS TARJETAS”, Nelly Egozi, Chairman, “EL ARBOL DE LA VIDA” Victoria 
Rodríguez, Chairman y “PROGRAMACIÓN DE EVENTOS”, Reina del Castillo, Chairman y Kathy Dorfman, Co-Chairman. Regina 
Franco, Chairman, “MEMBERSHIP”. Estos son los comités principales y siempre seguiremos adelante con más programación, como 
las clases de cocina  y otras actividades.

 Marisol se ha comprometido a seguir ayudando a nuestro Comité de Damas,  ella ha sido muy innovadora y una excelente 
luchadora por crear y modernizar, ejemplo de ello ha sido este boletín, al cual ella le dio este nuevo formato y en la que me honro 
en trabajar como editora.
 
Deseándoles a toda nuestra comunidad un feliz año 5774 , con mucha salud y  bendiciones. 

           Esther Egozi
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Habif Jewelry
Home of the Original Lucky Eyes

We have moved!
Come and visit us at...

17 E. Flagler St., Suite 117 • Miami, FL 33131
(305)377-8842 • habifinc@bellsouth.net

Free Parking!
Free gift with purchase!

www.habif.us

Elza Habif

Happy Rosh Hashana!

Lo Nuestro • 6



Nuestros mejores deseos a toda la comunidad del Templo Moses
por un año bueno, dulce y lleno de alegrías,  Amén

Fortuna,Rafael Menda, y Familia 

Leonor Azicri and Family
Libby Bassan and Family
Rose and Miguel Bassan
Eugenia Behar
Maria and Isaac Behar
Marisol and Roberto Behar
Elisa Benrey
Rosa and Rene Betancourt
Margarita Bichachi
and Family
Zelda and Israel Bigelman
Rosita Caspi
Julita Choeff 
Sarita Crespin
Esther and Didier Choukroun
Raquel Crespin
Katherine and Vic Crespin
Monica and Dr. Leon Egozi
Nelly Egozi
Perla and David Egozi
Rafael Egozi
Sarita Egozi
Elias Ergas
Estrella and Jaime Esquenazi

Rebeca and Pepe Esquenazi
Luisa Farbman
Armando Franco
Bella and Moises Franco
Regina and Samy Franco
Sabeto Garazi
Matilde and Jaime Givner
Gini and Jimmy Gonte
Susana and Isaac Gonte
Reina Haft
Dora and Samy Hasday
Millie and Jose Heres
Marta Jacofsky and Family
Ines and David Kleiman
Zoila and Isaac Lagari
Elisa and Graeme Lemmer
Dr. Violet and Bruce Libhaber
Susie Margrisso 
Dora Maya (Leon)
Grace and Sabetay Maya
Sara Maya
Becky and Roberto Matalon
Rebeca and Juan Matalon
Veronica and Moises Maya

Esther & Roberto Mitrani
Luna Mitrani and Family
Matilde Mitrani
Drs. Vicky and Moises Mitrani
Mercedes and Moises Mitrani
Alberto Morhaim
Fanny and Jose Morhaim
Isabel and Dr. Alberto 
Morjaim
Dr. Isidoro Morjaim
Magali and Samy Naon
Julie and Jose Ojalvo
Esther Rahamin
Victoria Rodriguez
Isidoro and Elizabeth Roffe
Rebecca and Jaime Salti
Matilde and Dr. Isaac Surujon
Amada and Isaac Susi
Clara and Efraim Tache
Donna and Salvador Tacher
Perla and Elias Tacher
Eugenia Tachmes
Raquel and Alberto Tuati

Rabbi Daniel Hadar and Family                               Hazan Israel Maya and Family
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The strength of LA COCINA TEMPLO MOSES is each individual member.  
The strength of each member is the love we all share for our TEMPLO MOSES.

Please allow me to express my gratitude and admiration for the delightful crew

that made it possible to fulfill all the orders received for the High Holidays.  

With warmest wishes for a Sweet & Healthy New Year to you and all your loved ones!

Nelly C. Egozi
Lo Nuestro • 8

 

DE LA VIDA
KIDDUSH DONADO POR

Rolando Behar and Susana Behar and families
In loving memory of  their mother Hortensia Behar and their aunt
Susana Behar, Z”L
 
Jose and Marina Crespin
In honor of   Daniel Shmuel Crespin’s Bar Mitzvah
 
Moises and Mercedes Behar
In loving memory of  their daughter Esther Menda, Z”L
 
The Arp-Misrahi family
In honor of  Elijah Arp-Misrahi’s Bar Mitzvah

Choukroun and Egozi Family
In loving memory of  Dr. David Egozi, Z”L
 
Jenny Bichachi
In honor of  her grandaughter’s baby naming
 
Salomon and Luna Crespin
Tefilin breakfast donated in honor of  their grandson Daniel Shmuel Crespin

Monica and Dr. Leon Egozi
In honor of  the bar mitzvah of  their son David Egozi

CONDOLENCIAS A

Sarita Egozi, David, Perla, Jose, Sara, Into, Ana, Moises y Esther 
Egozi, Salomon e Irene Mechulan, Estrella y Victor Maya,
y Violeta y Salomon Silfen
Por el fallecimiento del Dr. Isaac Egozi, Z”l
 
Isidoro y Maria Julia Maya y sobrinos
Por el fallecimiento de Zoila Maya, Z”L
 
Jaime, Raquel, Isaac and Sandy Motola e hijos, Danny, Suzanne,
Serena y Michael
Por el fallecimiento de Esther Motola, Z”L
 
Jack Ojalvo and daughters Olivia and Alexandra
For the passing away of  Gerald Taub, Z”L

MAZAL TOV A

Neshama Hadar
For finishing the whole book of  Tehillim!
 
Daniel Shmuel Crespin
For his Bar Mitzvah! We extend our congratulations to his parents 
Jose and Marina Crespin, his grandparents and his aunts
 
Elijah Arp-Misrahi
For his Bar Mitzvah! Congratulations to his parents, Gary and Susie Arp-Misrahi,
as well to his grandparents, Luis Misrahi, Z”L, Victoria Misrahi,
Evelyn Roberts, and Howard Schwartzman
 
Israel and Debbie Bichachi 
For the birth of  their daughter. We extend our congratulations
to the grandparents, as well as to the baby’s aunts, uncles and her 
big sister Jenna Bichachi
 
Joey and Dina Kaire 
For the birth of  their baby daughter, Leah Hanna Kaire.  We extend our 
congratulations to their  great-grandparents, Isaac and Susana Gonte, Sara Arbel 
and the grandparents Miriam and Victor Kaire and Gloria and Abi Kolton.
 
Hadar and Kresch families
For the engagement of  Shmuel Kresch, brother of  the Rubisa
 
David  Egozi
For his Bar-mitzvah! We extend our congratulations to his parents Monica and 
Dr. Leon Egozi to his sister Erin and grandparents Perla and David Egozi

REFUAH SHELEMA  A

Yoya Franco, Salomon Fresco, Salomon Levy, Isaac Salinas, Sam Hasday, Anita 
Maya, Sabeto Yahia, Sarita Egozi, Luna Mitrani, Alberto Morhaim, Violeta Fintz, 
y Esther Benezra

FLORES DONADAS POR

Moises and Mercedes Behar
En memoria de su hija Esther Menda, Z”L
 
Elza Habif
En memoria de su esposo Alberto Habif, Z”L
 
Rebeca y Julia Bonfil
En memoria de su mama Bojora Bonfil, Z”L
 
Las Familias Egozi and Choukroun
En memoria del Dr. David Egozi, Z”L 



Medstar, Inc.
P h a r m a c y  &  D i s c o u n t

2108 West 68 Street
Hialeah, Fl 33016

Violeta Mitrani
Phone: (305) 362-5848

Fax: (305) 362-5847
medstarinc@gmail.com

Simplifique su salud
Entregas a domicilio

Querida Belinda,
No encuentro las palabras adecuadas para darte 
las gracias por todo lo que escribiste sobre mi 
persona. Llenaste esa página de tanto amor y 
espiritualidad que lloré al leerlo. A los pocos 
días que salió el boletín, me llamaron muchas 
personas y toda mi familia para hablarme de ti, 
lo bonito que tú escribías y yo les dije, “Belinda 
no escribe  con la pluma, escribe con el corazón 
en su mano.” Hashem te dio esa gracia. Con ese 
“don” se nace y tú lo tienes.

Ruego a Hashem que esté siempre contigo, 
Rolandito y tus hijos.

   Cariños,

   Perla Tacher

BORRECAS DONADAS

Esther and Didier Choukroun
Rebecca Zeligman
In memory of  her son Jacob Zeligman Z”L
Jose and Julie Ojalvo
Rosa and Miguel Bassan
In honor of  the birth of  their grandson
Sammy and Regina Franco
Sarita Egozi
In memory of  her husband Dr. Isaac Egozi Z”L
Sammy and Nahama Maya
Rafael Egozi

Agradecemos a todos los miembros de nuestro Templo 
que donan las borrecas de los servicios

de los viernes por la noche.
Si usted desea participar,

llame a la oficina del Templo:
305-861-6308

Healthy at Home Inc
Home Health Care Agency HHA # 29992106

Servicios de Cuidado al paciente en la tranquilidad de su hogar

Servicios de Enfermería, Terapias, Cuidado Personal, Servicios Sociales, 
Servicios Privados
Inyecciones Intramusculares o intravenosas 
Cuidados de pacientes diabéticos
Monitoreos de Glucosa o Presión 
Cura de las heridas               
Rehabilitación con Terapias Físicas, Ocupacionales de Lenguaje preventivas 
o después de un stroke.
Asistencia con el cuidado de la higiene, baño, limpieza de las áreas del 
paciente.
Servicios de compañía en su hogar o cuando va a su médico.

Servimos todo Miami Dade, Miami Beach, Aventura,
Coral Gables, Pinecrest, y Kendall.

Seguros Medicare, Medicaid, Long Term Insurance,
Pagos Privados.

Rosa Mitrani
Vice President

900 W 49th St, Suite 326
Hialeah, Florida 33012

Tel: 305-556-2943
Fax: 305-556-0786

rmitrani@healthyathomeinc.com
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Para practicar la meditación sobre Isaac, no hace falta aislarse 
del mundo, sino mantener la mente en calma y atenta, 
disminuyendo el efecto negativo del “stress” y pérdida de un 
familiar y amigo para poder sanar cuerpo, mente y alma y  seguir 
adelante en este tránsito de la vida; pensando siempre en todos 
los éxitos profesionales y humanos de este gran hombre.
Isaac hizo sus primeros estudios elementales en Manzanillo, 
Cuba, luego se traslada a Matanzas con su familia, y así empezó 
nuestra amistad. Comenzamos juntos los 5 años de bachillerato 
y seguidamente nuestra carrera de medicina durante 7 años. En 
Cuba, practicamos la carrera de cirugía general en el hospital 
universitario Calixto García y juntos con otros amigos médicos 
compramos La Clinica Moderna de Artemisa en Pinar del Rio, 
a la cual  asistíamos para operar con la ayuda de estudiantes y 
residentes. También compramos un laboratorio de producción 
de medicinas en la Habana, Montana Chemical Corp.. Ambos 
lugares fueron intervenidos por miembros del gobierno de Fidel 
Castro.
Desde el 1959 al 1963 hizo el training en cirugía general en 
el Calixto García, hasta que pudo salir en 1963 con grandes 
dificultades hacia los Estados Unidos. Al fin llega a Miami junto 
con su querida esposa Sarita, casados en Cuba en el 1958. 
Ambos trabajan y se ayudan mutuamente, hasta que Isaac pasa 
el examen E.C.F.M.G. , que lo equiparaba en estudios con los 

médicos norteamericanos, y así inicia de nuevo su training  en 
cirugía general en  Mt. Sinai Medical Center durante un período 
de 5 años. Una vez terminado su training, inicia su práctica 
privada, asociado con el Dr. Victor Dembrow como cirujano 
general , especializándose en cirugía  de cabeza y cuello.  Hizo 
trabajos voluntarios en la Liga contra el Cancer, la Univrsidad 
de Miami, el Cedars Medical Center y muchos otros centros 
universitarios, donde ofrecía charlas y estudios para los médicos 
residentes y recién graduados.  A su lado, siempre tuvo el apoyo 
y ayuda de Sarita, quien trabajó incansablemente en la oficina 
con él por muchos años. Obtuvo su certificado del Board de 
Cirugía de la Florida;  estaba asociado a diferentes hospitales 
del área e hizo numerosas publicaciones médicas, por  lo cual 
recibió  altos reconocimientos.
Isaac fue fundador del Templo Moses, vice-presidente del 
Board de directores de 1986 a 1989 y presidente del Board of  
Trustees por varios años. Siempre estuvo dedicado  a todas las  
actividades y labores de nuestro templo, contribuyendo con su 
tiempo, trabajo  y dinero al bienestar del mismo.
Después de todos estos incontables trabajos en su carrera de 
medicina  y otras muchas actividades, dedicadas a sus pacientes, 
familiares, compañeros y amigos, Isaac decide retirarse  en el  
año 2000, y poder disfrutar más tiempo con todos.
Descansa en paz, mi hermano.

M E D I TA C I O N  S O B R E  E L  D R .  I S A A C  E G O Z I
Por el Dr. Isaac Surujon

La familia del
Dr. Isaac Egozi, Z”L

Desean agradecer a nuestros amigos y familiares todas sus expresiones
de amistad y cariño, que tanto nos confortó en momentos tan difíciles.

Isaac siempre estará en nuestros corazones y será recordado por su bondad y generosidad.
Nuestras más sinceras gracias a todos y en especial a nuestro Rabino Daniel Hadar y familia.

Su esposa Sarah “Sarita”

Sus hermanos, David, Perla, José, Sara, Into, Ana, Moisés  y Esther Egozi
Estrella y Victor Maya, Violeta  y Salomón Silfen

y Salomón e Irene Messulan
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In Memory
of our beloved cousin,

doctor, and friend

Dr. Isaac Egozi Yaech Z”L
We Will never forget you

From Esther E. Garazi and Family

p Lo Nuestro • 11
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TARJETAS ENVIADAS
In Sympathy

Israel Landman, Z”L
Perla and David Egozi

Esther Bejar, Z”L
Ladies Club

Sofia Schwartzbaum Z”L
Esther and Moises Egozi
Violet and David Samberg

Rolando Garcia
Esther and Moises Egozi
Alvah and Alberto Motola
Perla and Elias Tacher

Dr. Isaac Egozi, Z”L
Rosita and Miguel Bassan
Jose and Chuna Behar
Rene and Rosita Betancourt
Dulce and Jose Blacher
Dulce and Dr. Lawrence 
Blacher
Sara Crespin and Matilde 
Mitrani
Julita Choeff and Maria 
Klokman
Estrella and Jaime Esquenazi
Rebeca and Pepe Esquenazi
Luisa Farbman (4)
Elza Habif
Marta Jacofsky (3)
Dina Kleiman
Naile Kreigman
Hilda and Lindy Lowinger
Esther and Roberto Mitrani
Victoria Rodriguez
Helen Sofie
Gertie Sofie
Clara and Efrain Tache
Blanca Yahia (5)
Salomon and Rosita Yuken

Mr. and Mrs. Nat 
Tieman’s daughter, Z”L
Matilde and Dr. Isaac Surujon

Millie Heres’ Sister
Compañeras de La Cocina

Marlene Capoula, Z”L
David and Perla Egozi

Susana Barouh, Z”L
Rosita and Rene Betancourt
Esther Garazi

Gerald Taub, Z”L
Rosita and Miguel Bassan
Dulce del Castillo Blacher & 
Family
Esther and Moises Egozi
Regina and Samy Franco
Esther Garazi

Esther Motola, Z”L
Chuna and Pepe Behar
Corina and Daniel Behar
Geni Behar
Rosita and Rene Betancourt
Julita Choeff
Esther and Moises Egozi
Estrella and Jaime Esquenazi
Dora Maya
Julie and Jose Ojalvo
Perla and Elias Tacher

Charles Akiba, Z”L
Bella and Moises Franco

Get Well to
Rafael Maya
Esther and Moises Egozi

Yoya Franco
Marisol and Roberto Behar

Salomon Levy
Isaac Lagari

Nieves Olemberg
Reina del Castillo
Perla and Elias Tacher

Isaac Salinas
Estrella and Jaime Esquenazi

Pepe Esquenazi
Dulce del Castillo Blacher

Luna Mitrani
Compañeras de la Cocina

Chais To

Evelyn Wagenberg, 
60th Birthday
Estrella and Jaime Esquenazi

Otto Wagenberg,
90th Birthday
Estrella and Jaime Esquenazi

Dr. Isaac Egozi, Z”L
Daisy and Alex Gross
Violet and David Samberg

Lilian Levine, Z”L
Moises and Esther Egozi
Charles Dascal, Z”L
Esther Garazi

Jose Ojalvo, 70th Birthday
Esther and Moises Egozi 

Por Colaboración de Elisa Benrey y Nelly Egozi (nellyegozi@gmail.com)

Mazal Tov to
Esther and Moises Egozi
Esther and Roberto Mitrani

Ricardo Henriquez
Esther and Roberto Mitrani

Nelly Egozi
Ladies Club
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Donations Received
In memory of Dr. Isaac Egozi Z”L
Dalia Fenster
Ita and Meyer Oleksniansky
Eva and Jaime Rosen



.
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by Esther Egozi

     June 26  was the last cooking class 
of Marisol's presidency being the 6th 
in her two year term.  More than 
30 ladies attended and we all were 
delighted with the preparation of all 
dishes that they were able to create like the seasoned cooks that 
they are. Rosita, taught the appetizer's class which consisted of 
the walnut pate, the roasted eggplant dip, salads  
 like corn salad, couscous and lentil, curried 

sprouted quinoa. For dessert she prepared 
the coconut flan parve and the pignoli 
cookies. Marisol on the other hand taught 
the main dishes such as; bourbon glazed 
salmon, apricot/chicken casserole and rice 
with spinach. All of the delicacies cooked by 
Rosita and Marisol were prepared with 
organic products. 
We all had the opportunity of tasting 

all these delicious dishes, and all we can say to 
these  two ladies is "Bendichas Manos" 

and thank you for your hard work 
and being wonderful hostesses.
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Bourbon Glazed Salmon
            b y  M a r i s o l  B e h a r

1 cup packed brown sugar
6 TBSP bourbon
¼ cup low-sodium soy sauce
2 TBSP fresh lime juice
2 teaspoons grated peeled fresh ginger
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon fresh ground pepper
2 crushed garlic cloves
8 (6oz) salmon fillets (1” thick)
Cooking spray
4 teaspoons sesame seeds
½ cup thinly sliced green onions

Combine first in blender. Pour over pre-arranged 
salmon on pyrex. Marinate in refrigerator 30 
minutes, turning salmon once. Cook salmon in 
broiler for about 14 minutes or in grill till fish 
flakes easily. Sprinkle with sesame seeds and green 
onions.

Roasted Eggplant Dip
       b y  R o s i t a  B e t a n c o u r t

Roast the following in a 400 degree oven for 
approximately 45 minutes:
Garlic
2 eggplants, peeled and cubed
1 red onion
1 red pepper
Other ingredients:
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 ½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoons pepper
¼ teaspoon cayenne pepper
Juice of 2 lemons
1 teaspoon tahini
½ cup parsley
Place all ingredients in food processor and process 
into a paste.

Coconut Flan Parve
       b y  R o s i t a  B e t a n c o u r t

Prepared caramel (1 cup sugar, 3 tablespoons water)
8 large egg yolks
4 whole large eggs
1 can of coco Lopez
½ cup unsweetened plain almond milk
½ cup coconut milk, organic
½ caster sugar
1 teaspoons vanilla
¼ teaspoon salt
8-9 inch round ceramic or glass baking dish or metal cake pan 2 inches tall
Preheat oven to 325 degrees
Make caramel
Bring water and 1 cup sugar to boil in a small heavy saucepan over medium heat stirring until sugar has dissolved. 
Wash down any sugar crystals from side of pan occasionally so caramel colors evenly until it is dark amber. 
Immediately pour caramel into baking dish and tilt to coat bottom. Cool until hardened for 10-15 minutes.

Flan mixtures
Put all ingredients in the blender and mix well. Put mixture through colander before pouring into prepared mold. 
Bake in a water bath (about ¾ of the way up the pan) until custard is set, approximately 1 ½ hours. Let cool for 40 
minutes and chill for at least 8 hours. Invert serving dish.
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THANK YOU
For the dedication and support you

all showed me during my presidency.
It was all our efforts that made this

term such a success!

   Marisol

J u l y  2 4 t h ,  2 0 1 3
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Lose 5-10 lbs.
in the first week
and 15-20 lbs. in
the first month!*
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El pasado 7 de 
agosto, tuvo 
lugar una muy 
emocionante 

y merecida despedida, a nuestra 
querida Presidenta del Comité de Damas, 
Marisol Behar.

Un grupo de señoras de nuestra comunidad, 
tuvimos el honor de compartir con Marisol, una bella noche, 
acompañada de una suculenta comida China en el restaurante SoHo de 
North Miami. 

El ambiente era de armonía y mucho amor. Varias de las señoras presentes, 
expresaron en pocas palabras, todo el cariño y el agradecimiento a Marisol, 
por esa labor tan bella que llevó acabo durante sus dos años de Presidenta del 
Comité de Damas.

Gracias a las organizadoras, Reina Del Castillo y Esthercita Egozi, por habernos 
hecho pasar una noche tan agradable.

Por Victoria Rodriguez
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email
igarazi@bellsouth.net

FAX 305/931-1202

ISAAC GARAZI, D.M.D
Practice Limited to

Periodontics and Dental Implants

20484 W. Dixie Highway
N. Miami Beach, FL 33180
305-931-0607

LEON EGOZI, M.D. F.A.C.S
Diplomate, American Board of Surgery

General Surgery

Mt. Sinai Medical Center
4308 Alton Road
Suite #410
Miami Beach, Fl 33140

Aventura Hospital Medical Center
    21150 Biscayne Blvd.
    Suite #206
    Aventura, Fl 33180

Telephone: (305) 534-2908 - Fax: (305) 674-8353

Ralph Mizraji
305.588.5484

19004 NE 29th Ave
Aventura, FL 33180

P: 305.466.5656
www.sohoasiangrill.com
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I could begin this by mentioning and 
detailing how through her hard work on 
the Women Committee Julita Choeff has 
helped the community of Temple Moses 
towards the resurgence we enjoy today.
However as I walk up the path toward the door, what comes 
to mind is the certainty that I believe no one can mention or 
refer to Julita without breaking out in a smile.  Julita’s effect 
is magical; her charms, joviality, spontaneity, witticisms, 
spark and joy impacts all who meet her regardless of age and 
conjures a smile. 
She tells me she was born in Havana and there, at the 
Casino Deportivo, which was attended by many Jews of the 
community, she met her husband, Victor Choeff OBM.  One 
son was born from that happy union, Ralph, who today is a 
prominent architect in Miami and the father of Julita’s three 
adorable grandchildren who fill her with pride: Alexis, Victoria 
and Jonathan.
Julita is justifiably proud of her years as Programming 
President of Torat Moshe’s Victoria Adouth Women’s 
Committee.  All of the events organized by Julita bore profits 
for the congregation.  Thanks to her efforts, many local and 
international celebrities have graced our ballroom’s stage. It is 
a long list indeed!
She tells me about the Committee Presidents under whom 
she discharged her office: Victoria Rodríguez y Eugenia 
Behar (2000 – 2002), Raquel Crespín (2002 – 2004) y Perla 
Tácher (2004 – 2009).  Julita insisted that I mention in this 
article how privileged she feels for having worked with those 
ladies.  As we discuss the events and canasta parties she 
organized, she clarifies that we cannot fail to mention how 
Sarita Egozi cooperated in organizing two of them.  Neither 
the anniversary nor the New Year’s parties escaped the 
influence of her infectious enthusiasm, Julita points out that 
she collaborated with Veronica and Moses Maya in organizing 
these activities.  Of course, she wants me to remember to 
mention the ladies who from the kitchen prepare so many 
“borrecas” and “bizcochitos” for all the events!
And that is another nuance of Julita Choeff’s character!!  We 
are here for the express purpose of talking about her, her life, 
her contributions to the community and her successes, but 
at every point in the conversation she honors and recognizes 
the other people who worked “elbow to elbow” with her for 
the community.  Julia gives us a beautiful lesson in nobility 
reflected in her ability to express gratitude and appreciation 
to others.
Oh Julita! I am so happy that this first kafiko was with you.  
Continue recuperating as your friends on the Women’s 
Committee miss you a lot and look forward to the moment 
when you return to offer your support and radiate that special 
light which is so much your own.

A “kafi ko” with... Julita Choeff  
                    By Belinda Behar

It is the first Sunday of November.  We 
near the condominium where Raquel 
Crespín now lives and awaits us.  Our 
objective: combine conversation with a 
foamy coffee and keep flowing all that this lady can tell 
us about her roots and the path that brought her to who 
she is today: a pillar of our community with much still to 
contribute, as the saying goes, for 120 years!
Raquel tells me that she was born in Old Havana, the only 
daughter of Turkish immigrants and that at 21, when she 
married Raúl Crespín OBM, she had not only graduated as 
a teacher of piano and kindergarten, but had also earned, 
despite opposition, a post as a kindergarten teacher in 
Habana.
Her face lights up and her eyes sparkle as she boasts, 
talking about the professional successes and the beautiful 
families founded, in turn, by her children: Victor and his wife 
Katherine, Violeta and Esther together with her husband 
Kenneth.
Things get even more intense when she starts telling me 
about her six grandchildren!  Exuding pride, love and 
enthusiasm she tells me about Miriam and her husband 
Kevin, and Isaac, Nathan, Jacob, Jonathan and Rachel.  She 
melts while talking about her great-grandson Aaron (Miriam 
and Kevin’s son).
As if this were not sufficient, she categorically affirms that 
her second love is Temple Moses and our community.  Are 
we lucky, or what!?
From her childhood in Havana, Raquel saw the example 
of how hard her mother worked for “La Buena Voluntad”, 
led by Victoria Adouth.  At that time, the volunteer ladies 
personally went from door to door to collect money for 
the poor and needy of the community. Years later, this 
would be the seed of what in Miami would be our Women’s 
Committee.  It is during the 1980s that Raquel gets involved 
in her new project: to volunteer with the ladies.  We all 
know the rest of the story: with the same passion which 
she used to forge her Jewish family, she devoted time and 
energy to our community.
Raquel Crespín served as President of the Women’s 
Committee during 2002-2004 and 2008-2010.  As always, 
taking the torch from her predecessors, during the stages 
in which Rachel discharged the office, the ladies continued 
staying in the top place they have always occupied thanks to 
the labor of love and sacrifice with which they reward our 
community day after day.
Thanks to ladies of the civic stature of Raquel Crespín, 
Temple Moses has endured and has grown quantitatively 
and qualitatively. Thank you, Rachel, for your message of 
love and for your work. As I said earlier: “for one hundred 
and twenty years!”
Your kafiko and orange cake were very tasty! Blessed hands!

A “kafi ko” with... Raquel Crespín 
                        By Belinda Behar
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Did you know that the chairs we sit in 
during banquets at our temple were 
donated by the Women’s Committee 
during the shared presidency 
of Victoria Rodriguez and Geny Behar? 
Aha! Now do not blame me if each time you attend a party 
at Moses (and B’H there’s always so many) while you are 
looking for a place at the tables, for a fraction of a second, 
you will gratefully associate that moment with our Women’s 
Committee and those ladies who have led it….Especially if you 
get a good seat!
I am having today’s kafiko with someone very special.  As 
we set up the camera to try and film our conversation today, 
I notice at a glance the harmony with which the space is 
shared between warm colors, antique and modern artwork, 
stained glass, paintings and photos of a family who is not only 
beautiful but very close.
This lady is undoubtedly, a symbiosis of modernity, 
intelligence, knowledge and class.  Her heart is young. Victoria 
confesses that she loves to study.  Did you know that she 
has three PhDs?  In Cuba, she studied at the Escuela Normal, 
quarry of the Cuban teaching profession.  
It is 1950, when she met a young architecture student, 
Julio Rodriguez OBM.  Their marriage produced two sons, 
Jaime and Sammy.  Like the majority of the community, they 
immigrated in 1962 to the United States and commenced 
a new chapter, overcoming the corresponding obstacles, 
without weakening.  Her path takes her from a factory to 
being the teacher in charge of community relations serving 
as liaison between parents, students, the school and the 
community for Brooklyn Public Schools 133 and 282.  She 
occupies that post until her retirement.
Her passion since she retired and arrived in Miami is, 
obviously, her community. The Women’s Committee and the 
Joint Directive of our Temple Moses have had the great luck of 
being able to count on a worker of Victoria Rodriguez’s quality 
and caliber.  With the former she was Membership Director 
for ten years.  In 2002 she shared a successful presidency 
with Geny Behar.  Until recently she was deeply involved with 
the bulletin.  Today she serves as Finance Secretary for the 
Women’s Committee.  During Didier Chocrón’s presidency she 
served as Parliamentarian for the Board of Directors.
Leaders like Victoria preach with the example set by their 
personal path. It’s healthy to look to someone like her who 
has done so much in so many fields and who, BH, still has 
much to give. Victoria Rodriguez has managed to combine 
family, education, career, profession and community work.

As you may have noticed, this kafiko had an extra dose of 
caffeine. I’ve been sleepless for two days! I’m so glad to finally 
get to know Victoria Rodriguez!

A “kafi ko” with... Victoria Rodriguez
                    By Belinda Behar

I met Perla during one of the happiest 
times of her life. She had just been 
elected president of the Women’s 
Committee and was engrossed in working 
and raising money for our temple.  Perla not 
only opened her own pocket for our community but also, 
managed to raise a lot of funds in each and every project that 
she carried out while serving in office. Optimistic and positive, 
she energetically and dynamically pushes herself to do more 
each day, always helping her Temple Moses, which she loves.  
Bursting leadership, Perla inspires us to cooperate.
Looking forward to savoring this kafiko, today I arrive at 
a spectacular home where all the Judaic art displayed is 
testifying that the woman of the house is a lady full of deep 
devotion, love, spirituality and dedication to her roots.
Perla is the second generation born in Cuba.  Her 
grandparents arrived in La Habana from Turkey during the 
first decade of the twentieth century.  Also, do not expect 
to speak about Perla without focusing a great deal on her 
beloved mother, Luisa OBM.  Their relationship was very 
special.  The distance between generations being so narrow 
added to the common features of relations between a mother 
and daughter the elements of solidarity, understanding and 
affability common to best friendships.  This is why they could 
live together in harmony even after Perla’s wedding to Elías 
Tácher in 1954.  Between 1955 and 1958 their three beloved 
children arrived: David, Salvador and Sarita.  The family 
immigrates to Israel in 1960, together with various families 
from the community.  They shortly traveled to the United 
States in Flushing, Queens.   That is where the Perla we know 
today began manifesting herself!
From being a young mother and housewife, Perla must go out 
to work to help the family’s finances.  She begins working at 
a factory.  By the time she leaves in order to help Elias in their 
furniture store, she has already risen to being in a managerial 
position.    Together they work from 1965 until they sold the 
business in 2000, moved to Florida….and our Temple Moses 
gained a star volunteer!
During the years in New York, the family went to pray 
together with the rest of the local Cuban Sephardic 
community at the synagogue in Canarsie.  In its kitchen, she 
learned to make bulemas.  Look where the whole kitchen 
thing started!  Even after her presidency of the Women’s 
Committee, Perla has continued to be involved in this 
important aspect of our community.
Simply her philanthropic contributions towards many Jewish 
causes would have been sufficient.  However, whenever 
I think of Perla I think of her volunteer work for our 
community.  So this kafiko comes with a side dish: bulemas 
made by her blessed hands.  Thank you Perlita!

A “kafi ko” with... Perla Tácher                     
  By Belinda Behar
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Moses Montessori School
is a unique and innovative educational program.

We integrate a traditional Montessori curriculum with 
Judaic studies that include a Hebrew language program.  

We welcome children from 3 to 5 years old. Our mission is 
to instill the love of Torah, Israel, and fellow human beings 
through our commitment to citizenship, ethics, morality, 
personal responsibility,  independence and to especially 

guide each child to learn according to his way. 


